Barred Owl

Natural History

Barred Owls are a common Virginia night raptor. Some people think its call sounds like “Who-cooks-for-you,
who-cooks-for-you-all?” These owls roost on tree limbs by day and hunt silently at night. Small prey is eaten
whole, while larger prey is torn into pieces. Barred Owls eat prey head first. These birds are territorial year
round and will chase off intruders by hooting loudly. They will strike intruders with their feet to drive them off.

At one time, the Barred Owls' range was limited to old growth eastern forests. In order to spread their range
westward, the owls had to fly north to the boreal forests to connect westward. But, frequent forest fires in the
north interrupted their route and helped contain the owls to the eastern part of the USA. Over time, the com-
bination of fire suppression and tree planting in the Great Plains provided a route for the owls to move to the
west where they now compete and interbreed with Spotted Owils. In the long run, this is harmful to the Spot-
ted Owls' survival chances.

Barred Owils start nesting in January, so boxes need to be installed before then.

Nesting Habitat

Barred Owils live in mature, upland, hardwood forests within 200' of water. To raise young, Barred Owls use
natural tree cavities that are 15' to 40' off the ground in a large tree. At times, they use platform nests made
by squirrels, hawks, ravens or crows. They will use nest boxes. Barred Owls tend to stay in the same area
year after year. The clutch size is 1-5 eggs.

Box Location

Attach box 15' to 30' feet above the ground in a live tree that is set back from the edge of a clearing and
where a clear flight path is available in front of the entry hole. The tree trunk should be greater than 1' in di-
ameter. A nearby tree branch that acts as a perch is also desirable, as long as it does not obstruct the box
entrance. Place other Barred Owl boxes at least 1/2 mile away.

Nest Box Dimensions

Use 3/4” exterior grade unpainted or stained plywood. The box is 23" high with a floor area of 13" by 12-1/4".
Add 3"- 4” of wood chips or pine needles inside the box. The 7” entrance hole can be placed either on the
front or side of the box. A side entrance hole makes it easier to clean out the box prior to nesting season
which begins in January. The only box cleaning needed is to remove materials that squirrels may have
placed in the boxes during the fall.

Modifications

Proper placement of boxes can reduce predation. Place boxes away from game trails and at least 150’ from
a human residence. Adding a 2' wide sheet of aluminum around the nest tree trunk at chest height can re-
duce predation by raccoons.

Primary Sources
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Barred _Owl/id
http://nestwatch.org/learn/all-about-birdhouses/birds/barred-owl/
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BARRED OWL NEST BOX

The box should be placed in January, 20 to 30 feet high in
a mature lowland hardwood area, preferably within 200 feet of
water. It should not be on the edge of a clearing or within 150
feet of a residence. The entrance hole should not be obscured by
branches or leaves, but a perch near the nest box is desirable.
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Source Ohio Division of Wildlife Publication 419 (406)
http://forestandrange .org/new_wetlands/pdfs/Ohio_DNR_nest_plans.pdf




General Hints for All Nest Boxes
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Perches: Perches on songbird houses create problems for our native species. Perches make it easier for preda-
tors to enter the box. Only non-native species of birds use perches, so boxes without perches are preferred.

Ease of exit: By adding rough or grooved interior walls to the nest box, fledglings and young animals can exit
more easily when it is time.

Warm nest: By using lumber that is at least 3/4 of an inch thick, you provide insulation for young mammals
and birds. Box should open from the side or top for maintenance and cleaning.

Dry nest: The interior of a nest box needs to be dry in order to keep young animals warm. A slightly slanted
roof that overhangs the entrance hole keeps rain from entering the box. By constructing boxes with the floor
recessed at least 1/4 inch up into the walls, water will not seep into the box floor. Drainage holes drilled in the
floor allow animal waste and any other moisture to drain from the box. By cleaning out the box every year in
fall, you prevent the bottom from rotting.

Critical nest box features: Make sure that your box incorporates features preferred by the particular species
you hope to attract. These features include the double thick entrance hole size and extended roof to deter preda-
tors like squirrels. The height at which the box is posted, and the type of habitat surrounding the box need to
need to match the desired species. Invest in a functional, rather than ornamental, nest box.

Tree care: Aluminum nails and screws are less damaging to trees when installing boxes on trees. Wiring boxes
to trees can girdle and kill the tree.

Other nest box plans are available from:

1) Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s website http:/ /nestwatch.org/ or http:/ /allaboutbirds.org.

2) http://www.wildlifehc.org/new/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/Artificial-Nesting-Structures.pdf
3) http://wdfw.wa.gov/living/projects/index.html

4) http://www.tnwatchablewildlife.org/woodworkingforwildlife.cfm

5) http://www.csu.edu/cerc/researchreports/documents/WoodProjectsforlllinois Wildlife .pdf




